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Early Biblical Covenants Overview

Main Topic: The Development of Covenants in Genesis

Key Points:

¢ Recap and Continuation: The episode continues from a previous discussion
on Adam and Eve, now focusing on Cain, Abel, and Noah to explore the biblical
concept of covenants.

e Covenant in the Garden: While the Hebrew word for covenant ("Brit") does
not appear in the Garden of Eden story, the speaker believes there was an
agreement between Yahweh and Adam/Eve, involving commandments and
consequences.

¢ Nature of the Fall: The curse on Adam is interpreted primarily as physical
death and separation from Yahweh, not necessarily spiritual death or inherited
guilt. Emphasis is placed on the idea that each person is born sinless with free
will.

e Messianic Prophecy: Genesis 3:15 is seen as a prophecy of a future savior
who would rectify the breach caused by the serpent.

¢ Commandments and Free Will: The stories of Cain and Abel, and later Noah,
are used to illustrate that people possessed libertarian free will and could
choose to obey or disobey Yahweh's commands.

Cain and Abel:

e Offering System: Cain and Abel's story shows an established system of
offerings, likely taught by Adam and Eve, indicating ongoing worship and
relationship with Yahweh.

e Heart Attitude: The speaker stresses that Yahweh's acceptance of offerings
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depended more on the giver's heart than the type of offering itself,
referencing similar patterns throughout Israel’s history.

¢ Sin and Free Will: The narrative underscores Cain's ability to choose
righteousness, reinforcing the idea of free will and personal responsibility.

Early Worship and Idolatry:

e Genesis 4:26 Interpretation: The speaker proposes that "then men began to
call upon the name of Yahweh" may indicate the beginning of idolatry and
perversion of Yahweh's name, rather than the start of corporate worship,
based on the Hebrew word analysis.

The Flood and Noah:

¢ Wickedness of Humanity: Genesis 6 describes the growing wickedness of
humanity and the decision by Yahweh to send the flood, sparing only Noah
and his family due to Noah's righteousness and obedience.

¢ Nature of Righteousness: Noah is seen as righteous and blameless, not
because he was sinless, but because he walked in faith and obeyed Yahweh's
commands. The offering system is understood as a means to maintain the
relationship with Yahweh.

e Conditional Relationship: Salvation is presented as a conditional relationship
—Yahweh provides the means, but human participation (obedience) is
required. If Noah had not obeyed, he would not have been saved.

The First Explicit Covenant (Noahic Covenant)

e Genesis 9: The term "covenant" (Brit) is first explicitly used with Noah and his
descendants, encompassing all living creatures.

e Commandments Given: Post-flood instructions include prohibitions on
murder, regulations on eating animals, and commands to be fruitful and
multiply.

¢ Sign of the Covenant: The rainbow is established as the sign of this
everlasting covenant, with Yahweh promising never again to destroy all flesh
by flood.

¢ Universal Scope: The covenant applies to all humanity and living creatures,
with the expectation of obedience and exclusive worship of Yahweh.



Discussion and Interpretations

¢ Nature of Free Will: The speaker repeatedly emphasizes libertarian free will,
rejecting doctrines of inherited guilt or total depravity.

e Conditional vs. Unconditional Covenants: While Yahweh's promises are
unbreakable from his side, there are consequences for human disobedience.

e Open Questions: The speaker invites listeners to test these interpretations,
ask questions, and consider alternative views, especially regarding the nature
of Adam’s covenant, the start of idolatry, and the identity of the "sons of God"
in Genesis 6 (though the latter is not discussed in detail).

Decisions and Action Plans

e Next Steps: The series will continue with the discussion of the Tower of Babel
and the covenant of Abraham in future episodes.

e Engagement: Listeners are encouraged to subscribe, like, comment, and
engage with the content for further discussion and clarification.
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